Female Power:

The sap of Spring in the young wood a-stir
Will celebrate with green the Mother,
And every song-bird shout awhile for her.1

It is a similar conception of a universal Mother that is evident in
Jones's hymns. Prakriti (or Sakti) is the cause of creation and the means
of discrimination, and Purusha is the Parabrahman, who assumes the
body and experiences the dualities of the world-good and bad, happiness
and sorrow, etc. -that are occasioned by the influence of Prakriti as
Sakti or as Maya. As the Gita says:
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(Prakriti is the cause of the body and the senses. Purusha is the
sufferer of joys and sorrows.)

Prakriti has a variety of names:Kali, Durga, Parvati and Bhavani.
Parvati - as the name itself (Parvata - mountain)indicates - is the daughter
of the king of mountains, Himavan.

The theme of the first of these two hymns is borrowed from
Kalidasa's Kumarasambhava in Sanskrit. Parvati, the daughter of
Himavan, loves Lord Siva and is bent upon marrying Him and none
else. Just at this time the gods feel afflicted by the demon Taraka and,
headed by Indra himself, pray to Brahma to put an end to the evil. He
promises them that a son will soon be born to Lord Siva and that this
son will lead the gods and destroy Taraka.

Indra feels that the desired destruction of Taraka will be quickly
accomplished if Cupid Kindles love in Lord Siva so that he marries
parvati without delay. Cupid is commissioned with the taskof diverting
the attention of Lord Siva from penance to Parvati. Lord Siva, being
absorbed in penance, resents this interference and reduces Cupid to
ashes for his presumptuousness. As for Parvati, she continues to worship
Lord Siva as her only prospective partner, and herself resorts to penance
for achieving her desire. The penance has its due effect and Lord Siva
is won over. He comes down to her in the guise of a Brahmin youth

1   "The white goddess

2   *G/ta, chapter x'rii, stanza 20
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